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Over the past few years, The 

Learning Tree has been working 

more and more towards ògoing 

greenó for the health and safety of 

your children. With recent studies 

highlighting the negative effects of 

plastics and processed foods for 

children, The Learning Tree has 

made many changes in our      

centers. 

All of our old plastic serving 

dishes, cups and plates have 

been replaced with Corelle,    

stainless steel, glass or BPA free 

plastics. Fun colored cloth        

napkins have replaced the paper 

ones which has saved hundreds 

of paper napkins from being 

thrown away each day. 

Some of the biggest changes 

have occurred in the menu. Over 

the last year, The Learning Tree 

has made the switch to fresh and 

not processed foods. 

Even with all of these      

changes, The Learning Tree is 

continuing to introduce new ways 

of òGoing Greenó in our centers. 

Classrooms, kitchens and even 

outside have all been areas where 

we are furthering our commitment 

to health, safety and going green. 

One area where many     

changes have already occurred is 

in the classroom. In addition to 

replacing our old plastic plates 

and cups, each classroom now 

has its own pitchers for the      

children to pour their milk. The old 

plastic ones have been replaced 

with new, ceramic ones. Not only 

are these healthier, but they are in 

all different patterns and colors 

which make pouring their own 

milk even more fun for the        

children. Even more changes can 

be see in the classroom, kitchen 

and outside. 

Tyler is careful not to spill as he practices 

pouring his milk using a ceramic pitcher. 

His cup is made from a BPA free plastic. 

Howell 
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All of The Learning Tree Centers will have their own    

gardens this year! The children will have the opportunity 

to pick what they want to plant. Then, they will be      

getting dirty as they plant the seeds with some help 

from their teachers. Classes will take turns taking care 

of the garden, from weeding to watering to picking the 

fruits and vegetables as they grow. Once they are 

grown, the fruits, vegetables and herbs can be used in 

the science areas of the classroom. Hopefully each 

class will even 

be able to eat 

some of the 

plants that 

they grow! 

Each class 

will have a 

garden-

themed week 

to learn all 

about how to 

plant and 

take care of 

seeds. 
Paige helps plant seeds in the Livonia-Southõs 

garden.  

Many changes have        

already occurred in the 

classrooms and kitchens 

of The Learning Tree. More 

recent changes include, 

bamboo cutting boards, 

new ways of washing fruits 

and vegetables, and new 

containers for storing 

foods.  

Bamboo cutting boards 

replaced all plastic boards 

in each of the classrooms 

and kitchens. This is just 

another stop in the proc-

ess of getting rid of all 

plastic! 

In the kitchen, a vinegar 

solution is now used to 

wash all fruits and vegetables. The vinegar is a natural 

way of getting off all of the dirt or pesticides which may 

linger on foods. After the food is cleaned, it is now 

stored in a variety of stainless steel containers.  

Miss Meagen uses a bamboo 

cutting board in her classroom. 

Howell 

In the classrooms, the dramatic play areas are also    

getting a make-over. All classes now have stainless steel 

pots and pans which the children love to pretend to cook 

with! Each class is in the process of getting their own set 

of healthy play foods, too. Thanks to parent donations, 

many classrooms have wooden cooking utensils, too! 

Healthy food boxes, recipes and serving or cooking   

utensils 

are still 

being     

donated to 

help create 

the         

nutrition 

centers in 

the class-

rooms. 

Thank you  

to          

everyone 

who      

donated 

items! 
Leah is busy cooking a meal for her friends! South 

Composting! The Learning Tree-Howell location is  

starting composting and the other centers will soon 

follow. Instead of throwing away uneaten foods, it will 

go into the center composter. When the compost is 

ready, it will make a great addition to the center       

gardens! 

Whatõs Coming Next? 


