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Each week, The Learning Tree 

teachers plan theme based les-

sons to engage students in all as-

pects of learning. Lesson plans 

cover areas of development from 

òemergent literacy,ó òart,ó 

òoutdoor exploration,ó and 

òphysical development.ó There are 

areas for science as well as large 

and small group. One area of 

learning that does not have itõs 

specific place on the lesson plan 

is math. 

Despite math not having itõs 

own space on the lesson plan, it is 

an area of development that we 

consider very important and in-

clude in our classrooms each and 

every day through a variety of ac-

tivities. 

 

Infants  
 

¶ Counting books: Teachers 

read a variety of books within 

the Infant classrooms each 

day. Many books for young 

children have counting in 

them. 

¶ Songs: Whether itõs òThis Little 
Piggyó or òThis Old Man,ó 

many songs for young children 

have not only counting, but 

they begin to introduce the 

idea of one-to-one correspond-

ence, in that each toe, for ex-

ample, has a number to go 

with it. 

¶ Room Decorations: Whether it 

is posting shapes on the wall, 

cubbies or even the floor, 

there Infant classrooms are 

designed to expose children to 

many math concepts. 

¶ Shape Books: Like number 

and counting recognition, 

many young childrenõs books 

include shapes or other math 

concepts, whether it is big and 

little or up and down. 

 

Many books introduce math concepts, 

even for infants! South Lyon 
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Pre -K  
¶ Graphing: Pre-Kindergarteners can create and begin to 

interpret different types of graphs, with a teacherõs guid-

ance. This is a fun large or small group activity! 

¶ Number Writing: Pre-K children are not only recognizing 

and identifying numbers, many of them are beginning to 

write them, too! This is an important skill in Pre-K. 

¶ Counting: In Kindergarten, children have to count to 100. 

In Pre-K, teachers work with children at their own level to 

help them understand number concepts and count as 

high as they can!  

¶ One-to-One Correspondence: Pre-K classes might ad-

dress this concept with a story, art project, or one-on-one 

with a teacher. By the end of kindergarten, children 

should be able to point to an object as they count. Board 

games are a great way to reinforce this concept! 

Toddlers  
¶ Counting Songs: Toddlers 

love counting songs like 

ò5 Little Monkeysó and 

are beginning to imitate 

adults and hold up their 

own òmonkeys.ó 

¶ Books: When reading 

counting books with       

toddlers, they love to use 

their fingers to count 

along! This helps them 

with the early concepts of 

one-to-one correspond-

ence. 

¶ Games: Older toddlers 

are able to play matching 

or memory games. 

Whether it be finding a 

matching shape or     

picture, these are early 

math concepts. 

¶ Art Projects: Art projects 

are great ways to teach 

math. When making    

animals or people, count 

the body parts with    

children. 

¶ Number Recognition: Toddlers will start recognizing   

numbersñespecially their own number 1 or 2! These          

activities are done throughout the day in reading, art, 

and just with the room environment. 

¶ Weight: Scales are fun for exploring in the classroom. 

They also expose children to concepts of size and weight! 

Puzzles are great for developing 

motor skills and spatial          

intelligence! South 

Transitional and Preschool  
¶ AB Patterns:  Patterning activities can be done in large or small groups in Transitional 

and Preschool. Children are beginning to understand the concept of òtaking turns,ó 

which helps when learning about patterns. 

¶ Graphing: Whether it be a color, animal or food, children love to pick their favorites for 

a graph! 

¶ Sequencing: Sequencing activities can be introduced with puzzles, books or pictures. 

Children begin to understand that events often occur in an order. 

¶ Memory: Preschoolers love the game of òMemory!ó This game is not only fun, it helps 

children concentrate on and recognize different attributes of items as well as similari-

ties and differences. 

¶ Sorting: Whether sorting by size, shape, color or type, recognizing differences and 

similarities of objects is an important math skill for young children.  

Counting body parts is a great math 

activity! South 

Pre-K children can explore with more complex patterns like 

ABBA or AABBAA! Above, Danny  creates his own pattern during 

a math center activity. Howell 
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Lantern art projects have returned for the school year! Supplies for the activities can now be picked up in the   

lobby! Anything that you and your family do not use can still be returned to the basket when you are done. Thank 

you for your help in our efforts to reuse our art supplies! 

How to make your very own Paper Plate Ghost: 

 

Materials Needed: 

¶ Paper Plate (provided by The Learning Tree) 

¶ White Streamers (provided by The Learning Tree) 

¶ Glue (provided by The Learning Tree) 

¶ Markers 

 

What To Do: 

1.  Using markers, draw a silly or scary ghost face on the back of the 

paper plate.  

2.  Using the glue attach the white streamers to the bottom of the 

plate.  

3.  Allow the glue to dry and display your paper plate ghost. Enjoy! 
A Halloween ghost is a wonderful way to decorate 

for the holiday! 

The Learning TreeñSouth Lyon, baked an actual 

pumpkin in order to make pumpkin pancakes in 

September! Here is how you bake a pumpkin! 

 

1. First, wash the pumpkin and cut it in half. 

2. Next, scoop out the seeds and inner        

membranes- just like carving a Jack-O-

Lantern. 

3. Save the seeds for baking or planting for next 

year! 

4. Remove the stem, and place the flesh sides 

down on a cookie sheet lined with foil. Bake 

at 375° for 1.5 hours. 

5. Scoop the pumpkin flesh from the pumpkin 

skin. 

6. Lastly, puree the pumpkin and pack it in 

freezable portions for ready to bake        

goodness! 

 

Note: The average sized pumpkin yielded 4 cups 

of pumpkin puree, about 1/2 a cup more than a 

traditional sized can of pumpkin puree. 

Freshly baked pumpkins! 

Ready for pumpkin puree! 

Preston and his mom enjoy pumpkin 

pancakes! South Lyon 

 

In addition to pancakes, the puree can 

also be used for muffins or bread! 


